Bill Burnett – Executive Director for the JPD, Consulting Assistant Professor

Bill Burnett has been a Consulting Assistant Professor for the JPD for over 20 years and recently became the Executive Director.  He got his BS and MS in Product Design at Stanford and has worked on a wide variety of projects ranging from award-winning Apple PowerBooks to the original Hasbro Star Wars action figures.  He holds eight patents and won an ID Magazine award for the first “slate” computer.  Currently, in addition to his executive director position at Stanford, he is a Senior Fellow at the design firm called D2M Inc (it stands for design to manufacture) which he co-founded. You can find D2M on the Web at http://www.D2M-inc.com./
In addition to product design, Bill also studied industrial design at the University of Cincinnati and teaches an amazing class called Formgiving which you will take in the winter quarter.  Formgiving is as much a guided meditation, self-reflection, and group values clarification exercise as it is an industrial design class. The class embeds Stanford’s human-centered design point of view into ID – an often frivolous subject treated as “styling” in many schools. Learning “Formgiving” is like learning how to use “the Force” to design things that really mean something to you and your users. Bill always takes the time to find out why each individual student is in the JPD, what they want out of it, and where they hope to end up after Stanford.   This individual attention, the absolute freedom to imagine, and the individual responsibility to “Do Something” has always been part of the vision of the Joint Program in Design.  

