David Kelley – Founder of the D. School and IDEO

If you’ve ever used a mouse, a Polaroid i-Zone instant camera, or a Palm V, you’ve had your first introduction to David Kelley.  And if you read Fortune or ID Magazine you’ve probably read about some of his other contributions to design.  He graduated with a Masters from the JPD and started an upstart product design firm called IDEO that developed those products and a lot more.  Since their start, IDEO has grown to be the largest product design firm in the world, but they keep the underdog enthusiasm that put them on top. 
Along with heading IDEO, David Kelly has also been a professor in Stanford’s Joint Program in Design for over 20 years. You’ll take Human Factors in Innovation with him and learn about the foundations of design thinking.  He has recently taken design thinking even a step further and started the Hasso Plattner Institute for Design - or the D. School.  This interdisciplinary group of professors, industry professionals, and students aims to bring design thinking to every discipline, and change the world while they’re at it.
While David Kelley is a member of the National Academy of Engineering  he is also one of the friendliest, most down-to-earth faculty members and a great story teller.  If you mention someone famous, he can probably tell you a story about meeting them.  A trip to his house is a rare treat and design experience in itself as it was design by the Italian architect Sottsass.    
