Dear prospective PD Masters students:

Hello. We have the distinct honor of welcoming all of you to Stanford’s Joint Program in Design on behalf of the 16 of us PDers who will be doing our thesis work during your first year of the program. We are all very eager to meet you and to learn about your work and lives up to this point, and we also want to do everything we can to help ease your transition into the new life of being a grad student.

This year Pete, Francisco and I (Capra) will be your welcoming committee to University Life, and we’re working with our department to put together a great orientation week and other materials that will help acquaint you with life in the loft (the loft is where you will essentially live while at Stanford, but don’t forget to get housing as well…the hammocks and bean bags do your back in after awhile).

We thought we would pen you an initial introduction with some answers to the most burning questions you may have and let you know what to expect.

First off, you don’t register until autumn term, and can do so within the first couple of weeks of class. Stanford has a system of registration called “shopping” in which you can attend quite a few classes in the first weeks of each term, and then decide whether you want to take them or not after really getting a feel of the professors and content. During the first term you will probably all be taking the same classes anyway (ME people definitely will, MFA people probably should), so you can simply ease your minds about that and look forward to Human Values (the Stanford Method in a nutshell), Manufacturing (in which you learn all the methods of the Product Realization Lab and build really neat stuff) and Basic Design (in which you play with color and form).

We will be sending you a packet of stuff about life at the loft, and a link to a blog which you may use to get to know one another and ask all your burning questions. In the meantime, last year’s blog is still online at:       and you may peruse it and find that some of your burning questions have already been answered. You may also find out something about us there or at the design website: design.stanford.edu.

I’m sure your other burning question will be, when should I arrive? While we have not fully programmed the 2007 orientation, we do know that it will begin on the 19th of September, which is a Wednesday. During orientation, you’ll meet some of the professors, get introduced to one another through a variety of events, attend some of the ME events and participate in the widely anticipated annual loft cleanup. Expect your time from Wednesday through Sunday morning to be pretty well booked. For those of you with significant others, some of the events also include your partners and those will be clearly spelled out. You should plan on being at Stanford with whatever time you need to get settled before school, but some people arrive the day before—it’s just a personal preference. Remember to leave time to get your ID (more time needed if you are out of state and need licenses, etc.) bus and train passes, do anything you need to at Vaden Health Center, register your bicycle or have a last minute panic-attack about your roommates and try to move.

And now, take this summer to be lazy, build up a sleep reservoir to cancel out the sleep debt you’ll be accruing in the near future, and wait for our next missives, which will be soon.

Sincerely,

Capra J’neva

Pete Gleason

Francisco Franco

